








given. Certain chronological discrepancies raise the possibility that Alexius the Slav was born
to the sister of Tsaritsa Helena at the end of the 12th century. Very detailed and professional

K. Yordanov has presented the origin, genesis and end of the rule of despot Alexius Slav.

The third chapter, “Study on the Knightly Initiation and the Family Coat of Arms of Despol
Alexius the Slav” (pp. 195-226), is devoted to a coat of arms painted on a sgraffito-ceramic
cup found in grave No.4 of the “St.Trinity” church of the Monastery of “Our Lady of
Pantanassa” in Melnik. K. Yordanov convincingly proves that this was a heraldic
representation of the family and seigniorial coat of arms of Alexius the Slav, found in his

grave.

In the last fourth chapter of the book “Portrait of a Noble Lady of Bulgarian-Frankish
Origin” (pp. 227-260) Kalin Yordanov presents interesting evidence and identifies the
depicted querent in the Boyana Church ~ Desislava, as a daughter from the first marriage of

Despot Alexius Slav.

In the monograph thus presented, Dr. Kalin Yordanov has used a large repertoire of methods
of interdisciplinary research: historical analysis and synthesis, genealogy, prosopography.
archaeology and painting, heraldry, etc. The author’s linguistic training and knowledge have
enabled him to make the most of all historical sources and scientific literature on the issues
under study. This publication of his shows that he is an accomplished professional and

researcher of the Bulgarian media studies guild. His academic growth is fully justified and

deserved.

Based on the above, I believe that Dr. Kalin Yordanov Kirilov fully deserves the academic
position of Associate Professor in the field of higher education 2. Humanities, professional
field 2.2. History and Archaeology (Power and Regionalism in the Balkans 12th — 13th
centuries) for the needs of the section “Digital Cultural Heritage” of the Institute of Balkan

Studies with the Centre of Thracology “Prof. Alexander Fol” at the Bulgarian Academy of

Sciences.

Sofia, 16 November 2022
Prof. Dr. Georgi N. Nikolov

(external member of the Scientific Jury)



