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The dissertation thesis by Assoc. Prof ., Ph.D. Bisser Petrov brought to attention 

of the Scientific Jury deals with the problem of Bulgaria’s place and role in the 

movement for Slavic solidarity during, and immediately after the end of the 

Second World War. The topic has remained in the margin of Bulgarian 

historiography for a long time which objectively predetermines possibilities of 

an overall scholarly study of a factual and conceptual character. Though the 

author in the Preface puts stress mainly on the necessity of filling a 

historiographic gap, the scholarly weight of the topic is explained by putting it in 

the context of an extraordinary dynamic political environment, the relationships 

between the All-Soviet Communist Party (Bolsheviks) and the Bulgarian 

Worker’s Party (Communists), and Bulgaria’s domestic and foreign issues after 

the war. 

The chronological framework of the thesis is clearly drawn from the 

establishment of the international All-Slav Committee in Moscow in 1941 as a 

part the Soviet foreign policy and propaganda instruments till the bitter end of 

the new Slavic movement in 1948. The classical structure of the dissertation 

(preface, introduction and three chapters with four paragraphs each) has 
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facilitated the author to stand out the accents in the chronologically built 

account. Without pretentions of exhaustiveness, historiographic review outlines 

the main trends in scholarly interpretations of the issues related to the Slavic 

movement during the period considered, underlining the influence of political 

actuality over assessments and evaluations, idealization or negligence of events 

and processes. 

Without any doubts, through his dissertation thesis Assoc. Prof., Ph.D. Bisser 

Petrov focusses attention of scholarly society on an unduly underestimated 

topic, saturated by significant issues with multilayered political and ideological 

issues. Their interpretation and analyzing contribute to a better understanding 

and an objective assessment of an important and unambiguously treated period 

of Bulgaria’s history. A certain weak point in the work I see in scantily 

developed conclusions in particular sections which could emphasize more 

vividly and analytically the outlined trends, stages, particularities and causative 

links. Apparently, the chosen by the author language style of the study means 

breaking the academic monotоny and making the text richer and readable. I 

think, however, that some emotional qualifications of historical personalities and 

events through which assessments are introduced, go beyond the academic 

standards and cannot replace the scholarly argumentation. The pointed out 

shortcomings do not change my opinion of the dissertation thesis by Assoc. 

Prof., Ph.D. Bisser Petrov represents a serious, thorough and complete study 

with an ingenious and contributive character. The undisputed qualities of the 

presented to the attention of the Scholarly Jury dissertation, as well as the 

mentioned by the author publications and citations, which meet confirmed 

scholarly criteria, give me a reason to recommend the nomination of Assoc. 

Prof, Ph.D. Bisser Petrov for awarding the scientific degree “Doctor of 

Science”. 

      Assoc. Prof., Ph.D. Zorka Parvanova, 


