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Bisser Petrov Petrov was born on 18 April 1961. He graduated in History at 

the Sofia University “St. Kliment Ohridski” in 1987. In 1989 he was enlisted 

as a regular Ph.D. student at the Institute of Balkan Studies at BAS. In 1996 

he defended Ph.D. thesis entitled “Non-Communist Resistance in the 

Occupied Balkan Countries during the Second World War”. Since 1999 he 

has been working as a scholar at the Institute of Balkan Studies”. In 2010 he 

was elected Assoc. Prof. at the Section “The Balkans 1878-1945”. 

In the procedure for defense of the dissertation by Bisser Petrov for obtaining 

the scientific degree “Doctor of the Historical Sciences” are met all 

requirements of the “Law on academic progress of the science personnel”, the 

Regulations on its implementation and the Addition to the Regulations of the 

Scholarly board of the Institute of Balkan Studies with Center of Thracology 

“Prof. Alexander Fol” at BAS. 
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The dissertation thesis by Assoc. Prof, Ph.D. Bisser Petrov is dedicated to an 

unexplored  topic in Bulgarian historiography – Bulgaria’s place and role in 

the new Slavic movement during the years of the Second World War and 

immediately afterwards which has important domestic and international 

dimensions in Bulgaria’s modern history. The author has succeeded to find 

and process an enormous factual material and to reveal thoroughly the role of 

the Slavic factor in foreign policy and propaganda of the Soviet leadership 

and Bulgaria’s political regime at a period of development of the Balkans, 

Europe, and the world. 

The structure of the dissertation thesis meets completely the assigned tasks 

and aims of the study. The work includes preface, introduction, three chapters 

with four paragraphs each, conclusion and bibliography – total volume 358 

pages. In the first chapter the stress is on the renewal of the Slavic movement 

in the USSR, in the second and third chapters Bulgaria’s place in the Slavic 

world after the political change of September 9, 1944 is еxplored. 

The chronological limits of the account are naturally featured by the course of 

the historical developments – its beginning is connected to the new attitude of 

the USSR to the Slavic idea in 1941, and the end – to the inevitable collapse 

of that idea in mid-1948. 

Evaluating the scholarly contributions of the presented for defense 

dissertation thesis it should be underlined in the first place the enormous 

collecting work done by the D.Sc. candidate. He has found an enormous 

amount of archival materials in the Central State Archive and the State 

Archive – Sofia. The author is well familiar and with the published 

documents and materials, printed memoirs, diaries, speeches and the scholarly 

literature on the topic. 
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To the merits of the dissertation work could be added and the following 

points: correctly featured historical situation in Bulgaria within the period 

under review; objective analysis of the development of Bulgarian-Soviet and 

Bulgarian-Yugoslav relations after the Second World War; account saturated 

with concrete names of Bulgarian and foreign activists of the Slavic 

movement; additional information on the topic in the footnotes; plain and 

exact language of the narrative in the whole dissertation work. 

With a view to the publication of the work, which I recommend and believe it 

will be done, I would like to make some remarks and clarifications: 

1. On the personality of doctor Stoyanov – the Bulgarian speaker at the All-

Slav meeting in august 1941 – Assoc. Prof, Ph. D. mentions that man with a 

such name misses in the found at the Central State Archive list of Bulgarian 

doctors-emigrants and adds “the only one of them such a family name bears 

doctor Kosta (Konstantin) Stoyanov – a prominent after the war our doctor, 

the founder of cardiovascular surgery in Bulgaria. “At that time – carries on 

Bisser Petrov – however, he was mistreated and sent to GULAG”. Thus he 

put under question the fact that the speaker at the meeting was d 

octor Kosta Stoyanov. In this regard, it has to be straightened out whether 

Alexander Stoyanov and Kosta Stoynov are the same person and till when the 

latter was in GULAG. 

2. On p. 206 Bisser Petrov writes that on August 16, 1945 Nikola Petkov and 

other representatives of the opposition insisted upon delaying of the set on 

August 26 parliamentary elections. This assertion, however, needs some more 

clarifications. 

3. In the dissertation (p. 207) the author clams that “on 25 August 1945 

Chrevenkov, Dimitrov and Kolarov went to a meeting with Stalin, where the 

situation in the country was discussed”. In this case Bisser Petrov has trusted 
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implicitly to Acad. Mito Isusov’s book “Stalin and Bulgaria” (p. 32). It is 

clear, however, that it is about a technical error (written 25th instead of 29th 

August) or a factual mistake. 

4. There is no uniformity in usage of names of same institutions, or events 

regarding the Slavic movements 

The made remarks and clarifications have no reference to the main aspects of 

the subject and they do not affect at the least my high evaluation of the 

dissertation by Bisser Petrov which is a thoughtful study of an unexplored 

topic in Bulgarian historiography. 

The presented author’s abstract meets fully the structure and contents of the 

dissertation work. 

The author has 6 (six) publications on the topic of dissertation in peer-

reviewed journals and collective volumes. 

I think that the dissertation thesis “Bulgaria and the new Slavic movement 

(1941-1948) introduces indisputable scholarly contributions to modern 

historiography and I appeal to the members of the Scientific jury to vote 

positively for awarding the scientific degree “Doctor of Historical Sciences” 

to its author Assoc. Prof., Ph.D. Bisser Petrov Petrov. 

   

Sofia, May 2, 2019    Reviewer: 

       Prof., Sc.D. Lyubomir Ognyanov 

 

 

 


